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I am pleased to announce the Medal of Valor Selection Committee, comprised of one lieutenant, one sergeant,
three investigators, four deputies, and six Sheriff s Advisory Council Members have recommended the
awarding of five Medals of Merit, six Medals for Lifesaving and twenty-two Medals of Courage.

The nominees will be recognized at the Eighteenth Annual Medal of Valor Luncheon on Friday, March 17,
2006, at the Hyatt Regency in Irvine. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend the luncheon in support of
the men and women who have distinguished themselves during the year 2005.

There were 68 individuals nominated for medals involving 28 separate incidents. A total of 33 medals will be
awarded, recognizing 9 incidents. Please join me in congratulating your co-workers and friends for their
outstanding contributions.

It is my privilege to accept the recommendations of the Medal of Valor Selection Committee and award the
following medals:

~edalror~lfesarin2andAledalofCoura2e

Deputy Timothy Cullen (West Operations)

Deputy Tim Cullen will be awarded the Medal for Lifesaving and the Medal of Courage for his actions at a
residential fire where a mobile home was fully engulfed in smoke and flames. When he arrived, neighbors told
Deputy Cullen a man was trapped inside the burning house. Deputy Cullen made several attempts to enter the
burning structure but the thick smoke kept him at bay. He was finally able to pull the 250 pound man out a
window that was over six feet up from the ground.

~edal for ~ifesavin1!

Deputy Diane Honicker (Harbor Patrol/Dana Point)
Deputy Russell Endsley (Harbor Patrol/Dana Point)

Deputy Diane Honicker and Deputy Russell Endsley will be awarded the Medal for Lifesaving for saving the
lives of four men whose boat was capsized by a large wave and had sunk. The four men were returning to Dana
Point from San Diego where they had been fishing for bait. Sea conditions were rough with seven foot swells

,-- and Deputies Honicker and Endsley had to navigate in the darkness using the compass and radar due to
decreased visibility to find them in the treacherous waters.
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Medal for LifesavinJ!

Deputy Morley Kwaschnefski (South Operations/San Clemente)

Deputy Morley Kwaschnefski will be awarded the Medal for Lifesaving for saving the life of a seven day old
infant. Deputy Kwaschnefski responded to a baby not breathing call and found a seven day old infant
extremely congested and turning blue. Deputy Kwaschnefski assessed the baby's condition and began using an
aspirator to clear the baby's airway. After several attempts, the baby finally gasped a breath of air.

Medal for LifesavinJ!

Deputy Todd Schmaltz (South Operations/Mission Viejo)

Deputy Todd Schmaltz will be awarded the Medal for Lifesaving for his life saving efforts to save the life of a
one year old male who had fallen into a swimming pool. When Deputy Schmaltz arrived at the residence the
child was not breathing and did not have a pulse. Deputy Schmaltz immediately began CPR and continued life
support efforts for over five minutes until paramedics arrived.

Medal for LifesavinJ!

Deputy John Barbour (South Operations/Rancho Santa Margarita)

Deputy John Barbour will be awarded the Medal for Lifesaving for saving the life of a 76 year old male. While
at the Orange County Fair with his family, Deputy Barbour heard somebody yell out there was a medical
emergency. Deputy Barbour responded and found a man lying on the ground unresponsive with no pulse and
not breathing. Deputy Barbour immediately began chest compressions on the victim while instructing the
victim's friend to give breaths. After several cycles of CPR were performed the victim regained consciousness
and began gasping for air.

MedalofCouraJ!e

Deputy Robert Finn (West Operations)
Deputy Scott Ostash (North Operations)

Sergeant Ronald Hodges (Jail Operations/Theo Lacy)

Deputy Robert Finn, Deputy Scott Ostash, and Sergeant Ronald Hodges will be awarded the Medal of Courage
for capturing a male suspect who was fighting with the driver of a gasoline tanker truck at a gas station. The
male suspect had thrown lit road flares into the underground gas storage tank at the gas station and a fire had
ignited. When the driver of the tanker truck tried to put out the fire, the suspect stole the tanker truck and was
driving down the highway. Deputy Finn spotted the tanker, and with the assistance of Deputy Ostash blocked
the tankers path with their patrol cars. The deputies ordered the suspect out of the truck and he refused.
Deputies Finn and Ostash broke out the driver's side window of the tanker while Sergeant Hodges broke out the
passenger side window. Deputies Finn and Ostash removed the suspect from the cab of the tanker and
prevented a potential explosion from occurring.
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Medal of Merit and Medal of Courage

Sergeant Randall Sterett (North OperationslHDS)
Sergeant Aaron Richard (Jail Operations/IRC)

Investigator Leon Bennigsdorf (North OperationslHDS)
Inv. Steven Garrison (North OperationslHDS)

Inv. Thomas Dominguez (North OperationslHDS)
Inv. Keith Prinzing (North OperationslHDS)

Inv. Kent McBride (Court OperationslWarrants)
Investigator Robert Mann (Profession Standards/Internal Affairs)

Deputy Daniel Meyers (North Operations/Transportation)
Deputy David Ray (Airport Operations)

Deputy Leonard Letze (Airport Operations)
Deputy Kevin Nadeau (Airport Operations)

Deputy Chet Parker (North Operations/OCT A)
Deputy Timmothy Pusztai (South Operations/San Clemente)
Deputy Bradley Valentine (South Operations/Lake Forest)

Deputy Gregory Jensen (South Operations/Lake Forest)
Deputy Kim Haight (North Operations/OCTA)

Deputy Michael Wigginton (Jail Operations/James A. Musick)
Deputy Lynn Ridenour (South Operations/Lake Forest)

Sergeant Randy Sterett will be awarded the Medal of Merit for his successful coordination and collaborative
efforts with local and federal agencies during a bomb call-out in the City of Anaheim. Sgt. Sterett oversaw and
managed the bomb squads three day response and investigation to a large amount of explosives and dangerous
chemicals being illegally and recklessly stored. As a result of this successful operation, the International
Association of Bomb Technicians and Investigators (an association comprised oflaw enforcement officers at
the local, state and federal levels, in addition to members from every state in the country, all branches ofD.S.
Military and over 20 countries and regions represented from around the world) has requested a
presentation/debrief on the incident at their annual training conference in Florida.

Sergeant Aaron Richard, Investigators Leon Bennigsdorf, Steve Garrison, Tom Dominguez, Keith Prinzing,
Kent McBride, Robert Mann, Deputies Danny Meyers, David Ray, Leonard Letze, Kevin Nadeau, Chet Parker,
Tim Pusztai, Brad Valentine, Greg Jensen, Kim Haight, Mike Wigginton, and Lynn Ridenour will be awarded
the Medal of Courage for their response and successful removal of a large amount of explosives and dangerous
chemicals. The incident was complex in design, both for the different types of explosives and chemicals and for
the volume and duration of the event. The courage displayed by these members of the Bomb Squad rose above
and beyond the normal expectations of a bomb technician as these members spent hours upon hours of repeated
exposure to over a dozen different explosives and dangerous chemicals over a three day period.
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